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Abstract

The eastern grass owl (Tyto longimembris Jerdon 1839) is a rare species of the birds belonging to
the family Tytonidae in Taiwan. It is scatteringly found in the low-land areas of the south-western Taiwan,
and its biology and feeding ecology have been little investigated. We found three nests of this owl in the
Chung-liao-san area of Kaohsiung in 2003 to 2005. They were built on the ground and covered by dense
tall grasses with a tunnel-like entrance made of short grasses. The brood sizes were 2 to 4. We collected
and examined 43 owl pellets from the nests, and identified 77 prey items in the pellets. They were 26
items of Bandicota indica, 25 of Mus caroli, 17 of Rattuslosea, 4 of Apodemus agrarius, 4 of Crocidura
spp. and 1 of Streptopelia tranquebarica. Also, partial remains of the Formosan hare (Lepus sinesis

formosus) were found near one of the nests.
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Fig. 1. A nest of the eastern grass owl on the ground covered by tall grasses.
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Fig. 2. The pellets and remains of a dead nestling found near the nest of the eastern grass owl.
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Fig. 3. A fledgling of the eastern grass owl (photographed by Mr. Wen-Hwa Li).
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Fig. 4. The skull and skeleton remains of small mammalian preys in pellets of the eastern grass owl.
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